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FOREWARD 

On® of the basic elements In a total educational program for retarded 
children Is a sound sequence of experiences In arts and crafts. This 
publication has been developed by state and local special educators with the 
sincere hope that the lives of handicapped children can be expanded and made 
more pleasant by these practical activities. 

• this Potpourri of Ideas for arts and crafts enrich the school days 
of our Wisconsin retardates and serve them in their adult years. 



• John W. beloher • 
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PREFACE 






All 



This bulletin is one of a series of contemplated suggestive curriculum 
guides being developed for the use of teachers of mentally retarded children 
in Wisconsin's special classes. It. is an outgrowth of a series of communica- 
tions and conferences with special teachers throughout the state and repre- 
sents the mutually cooperative efforts of the Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, teachers of special classes, critic teachers in demonstration classes 
and students in four year training and summer workshop sessions. Supervisors, 
directors of special education, superintendents and others in a related central 
office capacity have supported these curricular efforts. 

In considering ways and means of assisting teachers of mentally retarded 
children in their classroom curricular approaches, a plan was devised to request 
the voluntary participation of these teachers in the development of descriptive 
center-of-interest units or of more formalized units of experience. Accordingly, 
in 1956 the following communication was addressed to all Wisconsin teachers of 
the retarded and was distributed to all summer workshop participants during the 
same summer: 

For some time now, we have been convinced that the State of Wisconsin 
should publicize the ermtive efforts and activities of its resourceful spe- 
cial class teachers. Bureau consultants have time and time again viewed out- 
standing projects , techniques and unique curricular approaches and have ex- 
pressed their desire to share these activities with the teachers of the classes 
for mentally retarded children. 

When consultants meet with area groups, a frequent need is expressed 
for assistance in developing "center of interest" activities, particularly 
in the areas of social studies and the integrated approach for teaching. 

If we are to develop curriculum bulletins designed for various levels of com- 
petency, it will be necessary for teachers to organize into stafe-wide curri- 
culum groups and cooperatively assist one another. State-wide committees 
meet obstacles in terms of travel time, expense accounts and in an effirt to 
overcome these hurdles, we are suggesting, the following plan of action. 

Using Bulletin #3, Suggested Centers of Interest f or Mentally Retarded 
Children in Wisconsin a> a -basis for development of a series 0 / resource units, 
we are approaching your community .and teachers for assistance in this state- 
wide effort. The Bureau consultants would urge your participation in this 
worthwhile endeavor. 



k 



4 t 

fi l* 



Included with this letter is a copy of Bulletin #3 which, you will nottf , 
has had indicated on it, the problems which teachers in selected areas have 
chosen for descriptions of or for resource unit development. We are acting 
as a central clearing agency to prevent duplication of efforts and to coordinate 
later editing details. 

Will you join us (contact your teachers and ask each teacher to) and 
select one of these curricular* units of work, or one of your own choice and 
development, and submit it to the Bureau by June 1, 195?. We would wish 
that these descriptions of units would be actual outgrowths of classroom 
projects and practices rather than hypothetical piqjects. 

We have determined to approach this description of units in as flexible 
a manner as is possible. Two approaches are recommended for your guidance. 

Those of you who feel restrained in the more fonaal fmd pedantic resource 
unit style, are asked to merely describe one of these activities with which 
you feel your group experienced considerable success and growth. You are 
referred to the California State Department of Education bulletin. Suggested 
A ctivities for Mentally Retarded Children. Vol. XXI, No. 2 ; January"^ 
tsacramentoTor the Wisconsin state-wide social Studies Bulletin No. 3, 
Curriculum Bulletin No. 14, I Did It This Way , for examples of this type 
of description. This style merelylTescribes a project, unit, or activity, 
which developed from some concrete participating experience of the group 
and is home, school or community centered. Sample copies of these descrip- 
tions are enclosed for your assistance. 

For those who feel more secure in the resource unit approach the fol- 
lowing outline is suggested: 

I. INTRODUCTION , including the central theme or problem. 

II. OBJECTIVES (Main ideas) 

III. INITIAL PLANNING, INTRODUCTION,. MOTIVATION 

IV. PROBLEMS FOR DISCUSSION, including lists of possible developmental 
activities . 

V. ACTIVITIES IN RELATED AREAS 

A. Language Arts 

B. Reading 

C. Arithmetic 

D. Arts and Crafts 

E. etc. 

VI. SOURCE MATERIALS USED - REFERENCES 

VII. CULMINATING ACTIVITIES AND APPRAISAL OF GROWTH. A sample copy of 
a resource unit is enclosed for your reference. 
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Will you giro consideration to the suggested titles, select the experience you 
with to develop in detail, notify the Bureau as soon as possible? In this manner 
other pilot areas *ay be selected and duplication prevented. Photographs of the 
activity in progress night be included with the final description for possible use 
in the bulletins. 

Our purpose in asking for descriptive units of this nature is to assist all 
teachers, experienced and inexperienced, in developing out of actual experiences, 
the ability to "localise 11 suggested approaches in terms of the needs of the group, 
the particular community involved, and the functional ability of the teacher. 

Initial responses to this request were very gratifying in that one-third of 
the 269 educabie class teachers contacted expressed their willingness to partici- 
pate in the project. Further contexts with summer workshoppers and with trainable 
class teachers brought total participation up to roughly fifty per cent of the 
total teacher group. In fact, the wealth of material submitted required the elimi- 
nation of a goodly amount of usable descriptive ideas at this time. A list of the 
Contributors to this bulletin is indicated on the following page. 

We wish to take this opportunity of expressing our sincere appreciation to all 
of those individuals who responded to our request in this and future publications. 
Their participation encouraged and stimulated the production of this bulletin and 
will continue to do so in further editing efforts. Special acknowledgment is due 
Miss Dorothy Buhler and Mrs. Mary Ellen Knuteson, Bureau stenographers, for their 
patient assistance in the development and editing of this bulletin. 



Kenneth R. Blessing, Coordinator 
Services for Mentally Retarded 



CONTRIBUTORS TO "A POTPOURRI OF IDEAS FOR TEACHERS 
OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED" 

Balian, Arthur; Southern Colony and Training School, Union Qrove - "How To Do It 
De Moulpied , Edith; Racine County - "How To Do It" 

Frederickson, Helen; Madison - "Home Decorations for Christmas" 

Holland, Mayble; Wauwatosa - "Arts andCrafts in Special Education" 

Martin, Kenneth; Student Teacher, U.W. - Milwaukee "How To Do It" 



How To Do It" compiled under Miss Nonna Gnindemann's supervision in the 
Milwaukee Public Schools • We have attempted to acknowledge all contributors 
to this curriculum pntfect. Any omissions are sincerely regretted and are 
based on lack of information regarding participants. 
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ART AMD HANDCRAFTS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

OVERVIEW 

Arts and crafts are a very important phase of the curriculum for the mentally 
retarded, These activities provide a means of expressing ideas and developing skills 
in the use of different tools and materials. Arts and crafts can be used to stimulate 
imagination and inventiveness. These crafts will necessarily need to be within the 
limits of capacity for the individual pupil, but there are many, worthwhile and challengii£ 
experiences within the capacity of the retarded child. The special class teacher should 
be watchful and alert to adopt new craft experiences which will help challenge the 

creative thinking of the child. A handcraft project of real value will serve a need. 

« 

will provide a feeling of accomplishment, and still be within the ability of the pupil. 
Huch of the success of the arts and crafts program depends upon the teacher's ability 
to help a pupil select what he can accomplish satisfactorily. 

The goal of this publication is to introduce and acquaint special class teachers 
with effective approaches to art in special education as well as to sene of the many 
art and craft activities being used in. schools at this time. 

SPECIAL ART IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Holland (1) has indicated that retarded pupils must be trained to develop a certain 
amount of skill in handling materials, but of equal importance to the individual is a 
knowledge of the accepted standards by which man has measured beauty. These standards 
are called design principles . They constitute a sort of measuring rod by which a child 
can Judge or evaluate his own work and that with which he cones in contact. Guidance 
in this will enable the individual to develop good taste and Judgment as a co nsume r 

• . f 

with wiser economic knowledge. 

Attention should be given to the recognition of design in toys, utensils, clothing, 
furniture, books and buildings. Attention should be given to care and appreciation of 
articles we use. 
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HHf JC RETARDED CHILDREN TO THINK CREATIVELY 
When a retarded child works with paint .paper, or other Materials, and pro- 
duces a creation that is not recognised as a replica of a familiar fora, it does 
not mean that he is on the wrong track. It means that his intellectual urge is 
guiding his imagination into an adventuresome experience. Although the result 
ay be meaningless to an adult, still there is a distinct, value to the child in 
manipulating zcdia or material to solve an invention which he evolves as he works. 

His mind and hands are benefiting in exercising ingenuity and in making acquaintance 
with substance of varying nature. 

We do much to help the retarded child prepare for a successful future if we 
give him opportunities for problem solving experience, so that when he is older 

he will fit into his aodern world which will be full of problems to be solved for his 
own welfare and that of others. 

We do not teach modern art, but we recognise that the genuinely creative urge 
of ch.ldren possesses the same experimental qualities that have created our modern 



cars and many appliances and comforts which America supplies the world. 



I/Jt'.s keep our children active in creative adventure and not try to impose our 
unimaginative adult standaxh upon them. If they must always imitate recognized forms, 
they will not grow in vision to cope with the fantastic atomic future which they must 



help serve their needs. 

meeds and objectives of pupils in special education 

A. General: 



1. To give children certain experiences so that they are aware of their 
place in the school program. 

2. To give children experiences in democratic procedures, (e.g., respect 
differences of opinion) 

3* To be able to plan and solve problems. 

4. To develop a feeling of security in the child. 

5* To provide opportunities for creative expression. 















4, i*i 






r 



v 



O 



o 






G 



• J • 

To provide opportunitlesfcr dovelofaont of oertaln .inn. - 
•• Retention and recall 
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o. Problem ioM^ 
d. Increased vobabulary 

7. To provldo opportunities for dsmlopwent of now ottltudeo, and rolnforco- 
■ant of old attitudes in regards to: 

a« Courtesy 

b. Interest in whet others axe doing 
o. Appreciation of the work of others 
d. Friendliness 

a. Cooperation 
f. Tolerance of and to others 

8. Develop new habits of: -■ , 

a. . Neatness 
• b. Consideration 

c. Promptness 

d. Concentration 

9. To provide opportunities for devalopwnt of new undoretnndlngs or etreng- 
thening of old understandix^s. 

10. To give Children an opportunity for creative thinking to the best of 
their ability. 

r 

11. To give children experiences in choosing , discriminating and evaluating 
their handcraft experiences. 

12. To give children who have extra ability encouragement and an opportunity 

to exploit their desires and talents to the fullest extent. 

13- To gain security, satisfaction, and pleasurs through self expression. 

B. Specific: 

1* develop skill in the use of hands and tools. 

2. To develop interests for leisure tin© activities. 

3. To know the satisfaction and joy of accomplishment. 

To work for a practical purpose. 

5. To be able to plan and solve problems. 

6. To be able to work with aoouracy. 
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7* To be able to work with a certain amount of precision, 

8, To use Materials with thrift and economy. 

9* To develop an understanding of handcrafts. 

10. To develop an appreciation of the need for handcrafts. 

EXPLORATION AND ORIENTATION 

Purposes : 

1. To discover what pupils know or what knowledge they lack with respect 
to the planned activity. 

2. To give the pupils opportunities to becone better acquainted with the 
methods to be used in this activity. 

B. Procedures : 

1. Take the children on a field trip within the school to see sene of the 

projects that have been aade by other children. 

2. Conduct an observation hike outside of the school. 

3. Show a picture on tandcraf ts . 

Have a discuaion period. Suggested topics to discuss are: 

a. What is art and handcraft? 

b. Where can we obtain art and handcrafts supplies? 

c. Is handcrafts important to us? 

d. What are some of the tools we use in handcrafts? 

e. Can we all help in handcrafts? 

f • Are there any other materials, other than wood, that we use 
in handcrafts? 

g. What is a receipt? 

h. Where does leather cone from? 

i. What are sane of the things we can do with paper? 

J. What can we do with clay? 

APPROACH TO THE ART ACTIVITY 

A. Purposes: 



1. To introduce the activity and to acquaint the retarded pupils with some 
subject matter included or related to this topic. 

I* create new interests, in.-, thelstudents or supplement and strengthen 
interests they already may have in this unit. 












i * 



o 



o 



o 



- 5 - 



B. Procedures: 



1. Give an over-all picture of the unit to be covered. 

2. Show • film on art or handcrafts. 

3. Invite an art teacher fron the high school or vocational school 
to talk to tho children and give than an idea of vhat they mil 
be doing vhon they are a little older and in these schools. 

Hake a survey of the library to deteneine vhat natertale are available, 
(l.e. books, pamphlets, bulletins) 

5. Have tentative plans made for future work in the study of this unit. 



a * ijjtewating pictures on the bulletin board pertaining 

to the subject matter of the unit. 

Plan field trips that shows 
What art is like. 

How good woodworking projects are like. 



6. Start a scrapbook on handcraft projects that the children night 
be interested in. 

7. Have an infomal discueslon period. This will be on aspects 

of handcrafts that the pupils already seen to know or have had 
experience in. 

8. Hake tentative plans for waking use of what we have learned: 



a. Collection of pictures 

b. Discussion or presentations to Parent-Teacher nestings. 



PROBLEM STATINS 



A. Purposes : 

To list all the problems or questions scout which pupils should acquire enough 
knowledge and understanding to fit their individual needs. 

B, Procedure: 



1. In the discussion with the class, the special teacher sections that it 
ie a good idea to nake a liat of questions that are to be studied by 
the class. (Students supply the questions). 

2. As th. questions are being fomulatsd, the teacher will write then on 
the board. (In sow achools the boys will work on certain phases in 
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handcraft and the girls in another. In such cases the teacher will 
work out the questions with either the boys or the girls.) (e.g. f wood* 
working for boys and saving for girls.) 

3* Fonsulate specific questions to be answered in studing a unit; in this 
example, a center of interest Involving handcrafts. 

a. Handcraft: 

What does handcraft naan? 

In what ways can we benefit by handcraft practices? 

What are some of the Important practices that help 
in haddcraft? 

1. safety 

2. sharing 

3* individual and group planning 

4. participation in the program 

5. responsibility of each child 

How much responsibility falls upon the student in handcrafts? 

b. Woodworking: 

What do we mean by woodworking? 

What are some of the tools in woodworking? 

1. rip and crosscut saw 
, 2. plane 

3* banner 

4. ruler 

5. square 

How do we use the different tools? 

What do we mean by finishing a piece of work? 

What are some kinds of wood we use? 

1. plywood 

2. pine 

3. fir 

4. basswood 

Whgr do you think woodworking is important? 

c. Leather: 

Where do we get leather? 

Sone of the tools we work leather with are: 

1. awl 

2. thronging tool 
3* tracer 

4. revolving punch 

5. mallet 

6. drive punch 

7. spap fastener 

What kinds of leather are there? 
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d. Sawing: 

What is laportant about scviig? 

What are som ways vs can sew? 

Whqt ars sons of ths stitches vs can use whan sowing? 

Why do vs use different kinds of thread in sewing? 

e. Metal: 

What are some of the metals that ve can use in mstalcraft? 

1* tin 

2. copper 
3* brass 

Can you name some of the tools that we use in mstalcraft? 

What are some of the ways that metalcraft can be dangerous? 

f. Enameling: 

Can you think of anything you would like to make with enameling? 

What are some of the safety rules in enaMlitg? 

ACTIVITY OR ASSIMILATION 

A. Purposes : 

1. To gather the necessary information that will be needed to solye the 
question which have arisen, 

2, To develop understandings so they may evaluate the evidence or informa- 
tion wisely* 

3* To provide practice or drill in effective methods of gathering informa- 
tion about a previously stated problem. 

B* Procedures : 

1. Methods used by the children to gain information and develop understandings 

related to the problem before them. 

Direct observations 

Discussions, explanations, conversations 
Viewing films on handcraft 

2. The whole class should use all of the questions listed previously. 

3. Croups work on different projeots 

4. All activities or. experiments should lnolude the whole olass. 
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5. List of materials available for activities: 

a. Wood b. Clay e. Paper d. Leather 

e. Ketal f. Enameling g. Sewing h. Paper 

6. Illustrative activities: 

a. Wood: . 

' Wall shelf 
Bird houses 
Napkin holders 

Simple plaques ©?• cutting boards 

b. Clay: 

The children can express their own ideas 
Animals 
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c. Cloth: 

Weaving 
Pot holders 
Shopping bag 



d. Paper: 

Waste basket 
Paper mache 
Puppets 



e. Leather 

Book marks 
Key cases 
Coin purses 




f. Enameling: 
Rings 
Cufflinks 



Earrings 

g* Sewing - Embroidery work 
Tea Towels 
Purses, 

Aprons 

h. Paper 

Paper cutting 

Silhouettes 0 f trees, landscapes* flowers, seed pods, etc. 

Basic figure forms dressed with cut paper 

Basic animal forms in interesting background setting 

CULMINATION 

A. Purposes: 

1- To evaluate the growth in understandings and development Of the individual 
pupils through the study of the unit, 

2. To give the pupils opportunities to oombine all of their individual 




experiences or knowledge so that what one student may have acquired, 
all can share. 
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3. To bring the unit to a successful close or ending. 

C. Procedures : 

1. A class discussion in which the pupil, win give the answers. 

2. Display any projects they night have finished. 

a. Wood 

b. Clay 

c. Paper 

d. leather 

e. Sewing 

3. Have the children talk about the project they liked the best. 

A. Display any pictures collected, articles acquired during the study of 
handcrafts. 

5 . let the students discuss what they liked and disliked about handcrafts. 

6. Write a rule book on safety in handcraft. 

evaluation 

1. Do pupils demonstrate growth by cooperating with one anotW and with sobers of 
their family? 



2. Do they help cheerfully with work that ia to be done? 

3. Do they like to work and play together? 

Can they take responsibility? 
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Are the pupils growing in sympathetic understanding and tolerance? 



Has the pupil acquired effective habits 

a. responsibility and self-direction 

b. efficiency 

c. thoroughness 



of work that include: 



?. Do they have an understanding of the tools they work with? 

8. Is there an increased interest in handcraft work? 

9. Is the pupil interested enough in the problen of handcraft to want to secure .ore 
. information on it? 

10. Has the child improved in certain akin* e» A u oe , . , 

skills such as thinking, working, organization 

and cooperation? 

11. Was there any evidence of increased understanding? 

12. Are the tool techniques within the range of the pupils? 



13. So for as possible, was the project the choice of the children? 

14, Was the projeot of real interest to the pupilor pupils? 

1 

15. Has the project offered opportunities for growth in handcraft ability and understanding? 

16, Did the making of the pro ject take into consideration previous experiences in handcrafts? 

17. Have the individual differences of the pupils been considered? 

18, Did the making of their projects satisfy the childrens 1 ddsire for manipulation 
and play? 

19* Were the projects of value to the entire group rather than to only a few? 



